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Principal Investigator(s): 

Please rate criteria #1-#4 and the Overall Impact using NIH’s 9-point rating scale 

(1=exceptional; 9=poor) in whole numbers. Consistent with NIH scoring, we 

expect that scores of 1 or 9 will be used less frequently than the other scores. 5 is 

for a good medium-impact application and considered an average score.  

 

1. Significance 

Does the proposed project address an important problem or barrier to progress in the 

field? If the aims are achieved, how will scientific knowledge or clinical practice be 

improved? 

Strengths 

•  

Weaknesses 

•  

 

2. Investigator(s) 

Are the PIs, collaborators and other members of the research team well suited to the 

project? If not, who else is need to complement the team in order to successfully complete 

the research aims? 

 

Strengths 

•  

Weaknesses 

•   

 



3. Approach 

Are the overall strategy, methodology, and analyses well-reasoned and appropriate to 

accomplish the specific aims of the proposed project?  

Strengths 

•  

Weaknesses 

•    

 

4. Potential for External Funding 

If study aims are achieved, what is the potential for obtaining significant external 

funding? Are plans for external funding adequately discussed? 

Strengths 

•  

Weaknesses 

•    

5.  If the investigator(s) have previously obtained internal funds, how likely will this funding 

lead to scholarly products and advance the career of the faculty member? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OVERALL IMPACT: 

Please provide an overall impact score to reflect your assessment of the likelihood 

for the proposed project to lead to a successful application for external funding.  

Score Descriptor Additional Guidance on Strengths/Weaknesses 

1 Exceptional Exceptionally strong with essentially no weaknesses 

2 Outstanding Extremely strong with negligible weaknesses 

3 Excellent Very strong with only some minor weaknesses 

4 Very Good Strong but with numerous minor weaknesses 

5 Good Strong but with at least one moderate weakness 

6 Satisfactory Some strengths but also some moderate weaknesses 

7 Fair Some strengths but with at least one major weakness 

8 Marginal A few strengths and a few major weaknesses 

9 Poor Very few strengths and numerous major weaknesses 

Minor Weakness: An easily addressable weakness that does not substantially 

lessen impact 

Moderate Weakness: A weakness that lessens impact 

Major Weakness: A weakness that severely limits impact 

 

Protection for Human Subjects 

Please comment on any Human Subjects Concerns 


